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INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-00 AE-06 ARA-06 EUR-12 NEA-10 

ClAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 lNR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
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OMB-01 /117W 
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R 080649Z MAR 76 
EM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7669 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRET CANBERRA 1810 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, US, RQ, CU 

SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: PUERTO RICO AND UN COMMITTEE 
OF 24 

REF: STATE 049329 

1 . AUSTRALIA HAS LONG SUPPORTED OUR POSITION ON PUERTO RICO 
IN THE UN COMMITTEE OE 24 AND WE BELIEVE THAT WE CAN CON- 
TINUE TO COUNT ON AUSTRALIA AS A CORE COUNTRY TO HELP PER- 
SUADE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 24 COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT US. 

IF, HOWEVER, IT BECOMES NECESSARY TO SEEK THE GOA'S ASSISTANCE 
WE WOULD LIKE AS MUCH ADVANCE NOTICE AS POSSIBLE. SOME GOA 
OFEICIALS, INCLUDING EOREIGN MINISTER PEACOCK, RECENTLY HAVE 
COMPLAINED TO US THAT THE USG TENDS TO TAKE AUSTRALIA TOO 
MUCH FOR GRANTED IN SEEKING ITS SUPPORT ON INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUES. PEACOCK ALSO FEELS VERY STRONGLY ABOUT THE NEED 
FOR ADVANCE CONSULTATION. IN SUM, THE AUSTRALIANS GENERALLY 
WILL TRY TO SUPPORT US IN THE UN BUT WILL NOT OEFER THEIR 
SUPPORT BLINDLY. THIS WAS EVIDENCED BY AUSTRALIA'S OPPOSI- 
TION TO THE U.S. POSITION ON THE DRAET OMNIBUS DECOLONIZATION 
RESOLUTION AT THE LAST UNGA. 
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